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OVERCOMING OBSTACLES: WORK YOUR NETWORK

Session 4: Presenter Careers Ministry

What is Networking?
o The process of developing and maintaining quality relationships that enrich your life and
empower you to achieve your goals.

o A method of gaining advice, passing along/sharing information and ideas from one person to
another, in order to expand influence and advance your career.

o An essential skill for those seeking to grow, learn best practices and support their business
organizations.

Why Network?

66% 70% 80% 61%

Approximately 66% of 70% of people in 2018 Some experts say that 61% of professionals

job vacancies are never  were hired at a company  80% of people ended up  agree that regular online

advertised to job seekers where they had a in their current position interaction with their
and are instead obtained connection, thanks to networking. professional network can
through some form of lead to the way into
personal and possible job
professional references. opportunities.

Who is in your Personal Network?
* Past or present co-workers, colleagues, managers, supervisors or employees
* Past or present clients and customers
* Business associates
*  Alumni of your undergraduate or graduate alma mater
* Acquaintances you know from your personal life or through your spouse or your family
*  People from your church, gym, yoga studio or community organization
* Past or present teachers or professors

How can my Personal Network help?

Referrals
Internally submit you for a job you are interested in
Introduce/Connect you to others



* Support and encourage you
*  Pray with you

Make It Known
* The only way people can help you with your job search or support you in other ways is if
your current situation is known. Share it with others. (No shame, No hiding)

How do | work my Personal Network?
* Getin touch with people you have not connected with in a while
*  Make that phone call
* Ask someone to coffee
* Send a message on LinkedIn
* Go to an industry networking event or a conference
* Start an online conversation
*  Get your connections talking
* Show thought leadership
* Join a new organization
* Volunteer / Serve in ministry

Exercise: Create your Personal Network Action Plan

From your phone: Personal Contacts
O Find 3 professional contacts you have not connected with recently (write them here)
a

Q
Q

U Find 3 personal contacts you have not connected with recently (write them here)

Q
Q
Q

From LinkedIn: Professional Contacts
O Identify 3 companies where you are interested in working and “Follow” them (write them here)
a

a
a

U Find at least 3 people who are a 1st or 2nd level contact at those companies (write them here)
a

a
Q




Create your Personal NetWORK Action Plan:
Fill out the columns below to create your action plan. Hold yourself accountable to activating your
network throughout your career journey... not just when you are looking for a job.

Weekly Monthly Quarterly

e 2 Phone Calls * 1 Coffee /
Meetup

* 1 New Function
|/ Event

e 2 New e 3 Introductions

Conversations

e 2 Emails

Preparing for a Networking Event
o Be authentic and have a positive attitude.
o Develop a goal (how many people are you planning to meet?).
o Dress professionally
o Get your toolkit together:
o Elevator pitch

o LinkedlIn
o Personal Business Cards or LinkedIn QR Codes
O

Tips for an Online/Virtual Networking Event
o Do your research ahead of time (find out who's going to be there)
Have something to say (based on the theme/topic of the event)

o Publicize you are attending (adding to your personal brand)
o Participate!
o Follow up with people after the event

Creating Your Elevator Pitch
What is an Elevator Pitch?
o An elevator pitch is a statement of who you are/what you do that can be delivered in 30
seconds or less.
o An elevator pitch has three key components:
o Explain what you do
o Share your unigque value proposition — what makes you and/or your work unique?
o Engage with a question
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Elevator Pitch Examples:

o

"I work for Google as a Project Manager. I've been with the team for about 3 years now. It’s
been a great year for my team, we just wrapped up a large contract with XYZ company that
ended really well and preparing for another exiting contract next month. So, it’s nice to break
up the work and attend meetings like this. Is this your first time coming to this meeting? What
are you most excited about for tonight’s speaker?”

"I’'m a customer service representative for small company over in Irving, and | help customers
work out their billing issues. And I've done so well with the goals that we have, | am open to
new opportunities, and thought this event would be a great chance to meet with a few other
professionals in the area. How about you? Do you work nearby?"

| recently graduated from college with a degree in communications. | worked on the college
newspaper as a reporter, and eventually, as the editor of the arts section. I'm looking for a job
that will put my skills as a journalist to work. Where did you go to college?

I'm a lawyer with the government, based out of D.C. | grew up in Ohio, though, and I'm looking
to relocate closer to my roots, and join a family-friendly firm. | specialize in labor law and
worked for ABC firm before joining the government.

I'm a web designer who helps health coaches rebrand and build a completely custom website in
2 weeks flat so they can start standing out from their competitors.



Write Your Own Elevator Pitch:

Key Bible Verse
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
o °Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. 1° For if either of

them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is
not another to lift him up.

Questions
Attend our Zoom call

Contact the C.A.R.E.E.R.S. Ministry at jobs@visitonecc.com
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